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INTRODUCTION AND 

OVERVIEW OF 

SPHERE 17 

 Regional Youth Service established in 

2005 covering the areas of Dublin 17 

and 5.  

 Working with young people age 10-24 

with a dedicated youth work team in 

each of our 4 centres across the region

 Communications Co-Ordinator 

appointed in 2021 to help promote 

the work of the service, build the 

profile of the organisation and capture 

youth voice 



YOUNG 

COMMUNICATORS 

COMMITTEE (YCC'S)

The YCC's comprise of young people age 15+ 
from each of our 4 locations who wish to take 
a more active role in their youth service.  Since 
their inception in 2023, they have been 
involved in action projects, fundraising events, 
policy review & lobbying for increased 
investment in Youth Work.  

2 YCC members currently sit as Youth 
Directors on our Board of Management



CHILD 
SAFEGUARDING 
VIDEO 
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One of the first requests the 

YCC's received from Sphere 17 

management was to consider 

how we as an organisation 

could make our Child 

Safeguarding Statement more 

accessible to young people?



ENTER THE VIDEO! 
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YouTube Link        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBxtBf7UTqs


WHY VIDEO FORMAT?
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 We felt creating a video would be 
the most effective way of translating and 
communicating the information, 
particularly to the younger age group of 
young people who use the service

 We also agreed, that by creating a video, 
it allowed us reach a wider audience by 
posting on our social media channels, 
website and sharing with other agencies 
as an educational tool 



THE PROCESS 
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 Group met weekly to review Sphere 17 Child 
Safeguarding Policy & Statement 

 We devised a structure and key areas we wanted to 
address in the video eg. Core Values, Garda Vetting, 
Risk Assessments, Role of the DLP

 Group translated the child safe guarding statement 
into age appropriate, child friendly, accessible 
language

 A Q&A format was agreed upon with a young 
person asking the questions and a YCC member 
providing the answer

 We compiled a script and assigned preferred lines to 
each group member

 We sought support from a volunteer who had a 
background in digital media and animation 



THE PROCESS CONTINUED

 We began recording audio, using the same space and 
device to ensure consistency with sound

 Group highlighted a number of visuals for each 
section of the video that we felt would best 
compliment the audio. 

 Our volunteer prepared a draft which allowed the 
group the opportunity to make edits and suggestions 
for improvement

 Once the group signed off, credits, logos etc were 
added and the video was ready to be shared with other 
young people and posted to socials.  
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THE IMPACT
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 An increased understanding amongst young 

people in relation to our duty of care in Sphere 

17

 An increased understanding of the legal 

requirements of a mandated person

 Prompting discussion among youth workers 

and young people about the work of Tusla and 

the protocols in place to keep children safe

 Recognised as a tool for education amongst 

NYCI and other agencies

 A sense of pride and achievement amongst 

YCC members 



THANK 

YOU

Ashley White 

Sphere 17 RYS Communications Co-Ordinator 

ashley.white@sphere17.ie

086 1735 792 

Maria Williams 

Sphere 17 YCC Member & Youth Director 

mailto:Ashley.white@sphere17.ie
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