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ABOUT US

Our Website

MECPATHS was established in 2013 and works to raise awareness on Child Trafficking. It
educates frontline and emerging professionals on what Child Trafficking is, how to recognise

indicators, and how to report concerns to the authorities.

MECPATHS works with Social Workers, Teachers, Medical Staff, Security Personnel,

University Students, Hospitality Staff, Youth Workers, and other frontline professionals who
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are most likely to encounter a child victim of trafficking.

MECPATHS

hey , i live really close to you,
want to come over to my house?
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sure ok! :)



http://mecpaths.com/

Key Global Statistics
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(Sources: International Labour Organisation: Global estimates of Modern Slavery: Geneva, September 2022),
UN Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024)
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WHAT IS CHILD
TRAFFICKING?

Child Trafficking is defined as the “recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt” of a child for the purpose of
exploitation. This is commonly known as the Palermo Protocol. In the case of child victims of trafficking, the “means” does not
need to be present. This is not to say that this stage does not occur for child victims, but the definition recognises that a child
cannot give informed consent to his or her own exploitation, even if he or she agrees to travel or understands what has
happened. According to the United Nations on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), a child is any person under
the age of 18.

Child Trafficking is a Human Rights violation and a form of violence against children. Children are particularly vulnerable to
Trafficking and account for 38% of all victims identified across the globe. Children who have been trafficked can experience
profound short-term and long-term physical, mental, emotional, psychological, developmental, and even generational risks to

health, thus constituting Child Trafficking as a serious social injustice.
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons
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CHILD TRAFFICKING IN IRELAND

To date, the topic of Child Trafficking in Ireland has garnered little attention and is
generally misunderstood. The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (IHREC)

was appointed as Ireland’s first independent rapporteur on Human Trafficking in 2021.

It asserts that that Child Trafficking remains even more hidden and unknown than
Trafficking in adults. As a result, the extent of Child Trafficking in Ireland is very
difficult to determine.

From 2013-2024, the State formally identified 54 child victims of trafficking in
Ireland, the majority of whom were girls, representing 8% of all victims. This
percentage is significantly lower than the EU average of 19%. The data that is available
on Child Trafficking is not disaggregated, therefore, there are no details available as to

the type of exploitation that these children were trafficked for.

SOURCE: IHREC’s Trafficking in Human Beings in Ireland: Second Evaluation of the
Implementation of the EU Anti-Trafficking Directive (2023)
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https://www.ihrec.ie/downloads/Trafficking-in-Human-Beings-in-Ireland.-Second-Evaluation-of-the-Implementationof-the-EU-Anti-Trafficking-Directive.pdf
https://www.ihrec.ie/downloads/Trafficking-in-Human-Beings-in-Ireland.-Second-Evaluation-of-the-Implementationof-the-EU-Anti-Trafficking-Directive.pdf
https://www.ihrec.ie/downloads/Trafficking-in-Human-Beings-in-Ireland.-Second-Evaluation-of-the-Implementationof-the-EU-Anti-Trafficking-Directive.pdf
https://www.ihrec.ie/downloads/Trafficking-in-Human-Beings-in-Ireland.-Second-Evaluation-of-the-Implementationof-the-EU-Anti-Trafficking-Directive.pdf
https://www.ihrec.ie/downloads/Trafficking-in-Human-Beings-in-Ireland.-Second-Evaluation-of-the-Implementationof-the-EU-Anti-Trafficking-Directive.pdf
https://www.ihrec.ie/downloads/Trafficking-in-Human-Beings-in-Ireland.-Second-Evaluation-of-the-Implementationof-the-EU-Anti-Trafficking-Directive.pdf

Comparison of Child Trafficking Statistics
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Global Average EU Average UK Average Republic of Ireland
38% 19% 48% 8%

(Source: Department of Justice, Ireland, UNODC GIoTIP Report 2022, The Office for National Statistics, Gov.UK)
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RESPONDING TO A CHALLENGE

Child Trafficking is growing in prevalence across the globe and
Ireland is no exception. Historically, Ireland’s National Referral
Mechanism (NRM) has led to under-identification and lack of
effective assistance for child victims of trafficking. This NRM
has recently been transposed into Irish law (Sexual Offences

and Human Trafficking Act 2024).

The education of emerging and frontline professionals in anti-
Child Trafficking is urgently required. This will help identify
specific indicators, report findings, urgently engage with
appropriate supports for the child, advocate for change at
legislative and policy levels, and address the systemic

structures that increase the risks for Child Trafficking.
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Child Trafficking Indicators Booklet ~ <@> MEcPATHs

Sexual Exploitation Forced Criminality

Download here
at bottom of
homepage

Forced Marriage Organ Harvesting Forced Begging


https://mecpaths.com/
https://mecpaths.com/
https://mecpaths.com/

Public Reporting =

IRELAND,

Emergency
Telephone 999/112

Suspicions
Telephone Local Garda Station

Anonymously
Telephone 1800666 111 or

email blueblindfold@garda.ie
MECPATHS
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hey , i live really close to you,
want to come over to my house?

To Learn More...

To read Global, European and Irish reports on Human Trafficking,

click HERE
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https://mecpaths.com/reports/

Resources
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