
Safeguarding 
and Youth Work

Gavin Murphy | Senior Specialist Support Officer, Foróige

19 t h  Se p t e m b e r 20 25

Child re n  Firs t  Aware ne s s  We e k 2025



Who we are…

● 52,482 Young People

● 5,606 Volunteers

● 450 Clubs

● 650 Staff

● 173 Targeted Projects

● 1 Purpose



Safeguarding & Youth Work

- Reference Panel

- Safe Spaces Checklist

- Youth Friendly Poster to 

complement our Child 

Safeguarding Statement

- Why was this important? 



04.
Young People in 
Foróige’s 
Governance

Foróige  Boa rd
2 Young Pe op le

Na t iona l Counc il
16  Young Pe op le

8 Young People from Clubs
8 Young People from Projects, Programmes & Mentoring

Re giona l Se m ina rs

Re fe re nce  Pa ne l

Young Pe op le  from  Foróige  

Proje c t s , Program m e s  & 

Me nt oring

Young Pe op le  from  

Foróige  Club s

Re giona l Confe re nce s



We’re always told that 

t h is  is  a  s a fe  s p ace , b u t  

we ’re  not a lways  a s ke d  

if we think it  is  a  s a fe  

s p ace

“

”



Safe Spaces 

Consultation

● Young Pe op le  d e fin ing 

wha t  a  ‘s a fe  s p ace ’ is

● Id e n t ifying ke y e le m e n t s  

t he y b e lie ve  m ake  a  s a fe  

s p ace
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1. Prom ot e  aware ne s s  of Child  Sa fe gua rd ing 

St a t e m e nt s  wit h  young pe op le .

2. Ta lk t o  young pe op le  abou t  Child  

Sa fe gua rd ing St a t e m e nt s  and  e xp la in  

wha t  t he y a re  us e d  for.

3. Make  t he  Child  Sa fe gua rd ing St a t e m e nt  

acce s s ib le  by d is p laying it  wit h  pos t e rs  in  

p lace s  whe re  young pe op le  a re , and  by 

us ing s oc ia l m e d ia . 

4 . Cre a t e  Child  Sa fe gua rd ing St a t e m e nt s  

wit h  young pe op le  in  ch ild  frie nd ly 

form a t s  us ing e as y- t o- unde rs t and  

language , colour and  p ic t u re s  e t c .

CSSCU Research & Recommendations



In Foróige…

5 internal consultations with 

targeted groups of Young 

People;

- Reference Panel Members

- Roma & Traveller Young 

People

- Online Foróige Group

- Youth Diversion Project

- Integration Project



I think that I have seen it 

b e fore , b u t  I have no idea 

what it is , or how it  can  he lp  

t o  ke e p  m e  or anyone  e ls e  

s a fe

“

”

41%
Of young pe op le  had  he a rd  of, or 

had  s e e n , our Child  Sa fe gua rd ing 

St a t e m e nt  - 59% had  not . 

Of t ha t  41%, jus t  29% unde rs t ood  t he  purpos e  or 

con t e n t  of t he  Child  Sa fe gua rd ing St a t e m e nt



We established a sub - group  of 

Young Pe op le  t o  d e ve lop  a  

p os t e r, s p e c ifica lly for Young 

Pe op le , t ha t  wou ld  com p le m e n t  

ou r Sa fe gua rd ing St a t e m e n t

● Ke y In form a t ion

● Language  & t one

● De s ign  /  Ap p e a l

● Acce s s ib ilit y

● Fe e d b ack & 

Re com m e nd a t ions
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03.What’s next?

● Furt he r d is t rib u t ion  of Foróige  Sa fe  Sp ace s  Che cklis t  & You t h  

Frie nd ly Sa fe gua rd ing Pos t e r

● Volun t e e r & St a ff Tra in ing

● Che ck- In  & Conve rs a t ion  wit h  Young Pe op le

● Trans la t ion  of Re s ource s  - inc re a s ing acce s s ib ilit y 



Why?

● For young p e op le , b y young 

p e op le  - re le van t  & re la t ab le

● Yout h  Pa rt ic ip a t ion  - young 

p e op le  ac t ive ly in flue nc ing 

d e c is ions  t ha t  a ffe c t  t he m

● Lis t e n ing t o , re s p e c t ing & 

va lu ing Young Pe op le

● Safe t y & Prot e c t ion  



Thank You
Gavin Murphy | Senior Specialist Support Officer, Foróige

ga vin .m urp hy@foroige .ie
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