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CDYS has an obligation to ensure compliance with 

legislation regarding safeguarding. 

CDYS is committed to effective and safe

practices across all elements of the organisation, e.g. 

recruitment,supervision, trips, transport, etc.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS



Safeguarding is 

the action that is 

taken to promote 

the welfare of 

children and 

young people and 

protect them from 

harm.



• Child safeguarding is ensuring safe practice 
and appropriate
responses by workers to concerns about the 
safety or welfare
of children, including online concerns, should 
these arise. 

Child safeguarding is about protecting the 
child from harm, promoting their welfare and 
in doing so creating an environment which
enables children to grow, develop and 
achieve their full potential.



Children First Act 2015

EACH ORGANISATION NEEDS TO 

DEVELOP A CHILD SAFEGUARDING 

STATEMENT WHICH IS INFORMED BY 

COMPLETING A FORMAL RISK 

ASSESSMENT.



During 2024, the 
safeguarding 
policies and 
practices of CDYS 
were reviewed 
and updated. 

During 2024, 
eleven Child 
Safeguarding 
Awareness 
Training Sessions 
were delivered.



Risk Assessment Training

 A new process for risk assessment training including 

scenarios and group work was introduced and 

successfully implemented by the team during the 

year. 

 CDYS rolled out risk assessment training in relation 

to safeguarding to ensure all staff, volunteers, 

scheme workers, students and youth clubs were 

aware of and trained in this.



Several Risk Assessment templates

Risk Assessments are now being conducted 

in many professional bodies e.g. the Health 

Service, Department of Education/Schools 

and the many youth organisations, Youth 

Clubs, GAA etc. 



Planning, preparation, delegation

Risk Who is at risk?

Likelihood 

of harm 

Occurring

Consequences
Controls needed to reduce the 

likelihood of this harm occurring

Person(s) 

responsible 



Risk Assessment Template 

is a live document
CONTINOUS REASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION OF PRACTICES

HOW CAN WE IMPROVE OUR PRACTICE



Child Protection and Risk 

Assessment Training supports 

all the safeguarding 

practices 



Safeguarding 

in action has 

had an 

impact on 

our Youth 

Organisation

Raised a level 
of competency

Professionalism



Feedback for our youth 
workers:

Forward planning reduces 
the likelihood of risk

 CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENT AND EVOLVEMENT IN  THEIR PRACTICES

 ALWAYS ACTIVE AND LIVE

HUGE ELEMENT OF SAFETY



RISK ASSESSMENTS FOR EMERALD PARK, BALLYHASS LAKES OUTDOOR ADVENTURE, FOTA ISLAND 

WILDLIFE PARK, PLANNED HIKING TRIP, MANY ERASMUS TRIPS, KARTING ADVENTURES
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