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The inclusion of Youth Work Services in the Programme for Government (PfG) is a
positive development, reflecting a greater recognition of their importance.
Compared to the 2020 PfG, this iteration demonstrates progress by more explicitly
naming youth work. However, the section lacks ambition and highlights a disparity
between the government's vision and the aspirations of the sector.

While commitments to strengthen the Local Youth Club Grant Scheme and
sustain UBU funding are welcome, the PfG falls significantly short of the sector's
request to restore youth work funding to pre-austerity levels, adjusted for inflation
and population growth, including pay parity for youth workers. Notably, critical
funding streams, such as the Youth Services Grant Scheme and capital funding,
are absent. Equally concerning is the omission of key priorities, including the need
for multi-annual funding and a workforce development plan.

Additionally, the PfG demonstrates a limited understanding of youth work. The
draft references the need for "a new Youth Services Action Plan to provide a
strategic direction for the delivery of youth services.” This reference is based on
"Young Ireland: National Policy Framework for Children and Young People 2023-
2028" Action 17. However, during the development of this plan, it was decided that
it should be a strategy rather than an action plan. Consequently, the
"Opportunities for Youth: National Strategy for Youth Work and Related Services”
was developed and launched in September 2024. The sector dedicated
significant time and resources to consultations for this document, and its
implementation is already underway.

To rectify this, NYCI calls on the Government to:



Ensure that a Minister for Youth is given the responsibility to engage with
the sector urgently to update the strategic direction for Youth Work over the
term of this Government.

Key members of government meet with NYCI and other representatives of
the youth work sector to gain a greater understanding of the sector and
the key issues facing it.

Ensure the PfG is amended to ensure it is accurately representing the
strategic direction for youth work and ensuring that the Government's
commitments align with the established framework. The implementation of
this strategy is vital for addressing the significant challenges facing young
people and the youth work sector, including funding, recruitment, and
retention.

To deliver on this, NYCI will:

Publish a briefing document on the youth work sector for Oireachtas
members

There are some measures within this PfG that if delivered would make a positive
impact on young people. Some of relevance to NYCI's campaigns are:

A commitment to Implement the Youth Homelessness Strategy

A commitment to keep young people safe online, including actions like
tackling the use of recommender algorithms, delivering a new EU Child
Sexual Abuse Directive that protects children and young people and holds
digital platforms to account, and others

A commitment to reduce the Student Contribution Fee over the lifetime of
the Government to ease the financial burden on students and families at
the start of each academic year, in a financially sustainable manner

A commitment to enhance youth mental health services for those up to
age 25, focusing on smoother transitions from CAMHS to adult mental
health services

A commitment to Examine the introduction of a Culture Card for 16 and 17-
year-olds to access theatre, music and art events

Continued funding for Creative Youth, ensuring inclusivity and access for
young people of diverse backgrounds interested in the arts

Support for Youth Justice initiatives

Continuation of the Child Poverty and Well-being Programme Office in Dept
of An Taoiseach



However, NYCI believes that there are many missed opportunities within the PfG to
deliver on key youth issues such as:

A commitment to enacting a successful Vote at 16

Detail on how youth homelessness will be ended by 2030 (As per the Lisbon
declaration)

A commitment to eradicate child poverty over the lifetime of the
government

A commitment to keeping public transport affordable for young people

A commitment to uphold the rights and wellbeing of young asylum seekers,
particularly in relation to any policy changes around restriction of
movement

A commitment to end sub minimum rates of pay for young people and
ensure young job seekers under 25 no longer face discrimination in rates of
Jobseekers Allowance

To rectify this, NYCI calls on the Government to:

Establish an Oireachtas Committee on Youth, to deal with the many social
issues that impact young people in unique ways, and to recommend policy
and legislative changes to positively improve the lives of young people

To deliver on this, NYCI will:

Submit a proposal for an Oireachtas Committee on Youth for consideration
by Business Committee of the Dail.

Continue to consult with young people, and engage with political
representatives on the issues that matter most to young people



