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InTroducTIon:
The National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) is the representative body for 
54 voluntary youth organisations in Ireland. We use our collective experience 
to act on issues that impact on young people. Our 54 member organisations 
which consist of 1,400 staff and over 40,000 volunteers who work with more 
than 380,000 young people nationwide each year. 

NYCI recognises and actively promotes the voice of young people being heard 
and valued. 

We organised the ‘NYCI Youth Work Changes Lives Showcase’. This event 
which took place on Wednesday 19th June 2019, at the Round Room, 
Mansion House, Dublin between 11 – 2:30 pm. The showcase provided an 
opportunity for Young People to speak directly with their local TDs and 
Senators. This document captures young people’s words directly in order to 
further those conversations. 

NYCI Youth Work Changes Lives 

ShowcaSe

Part 1
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The aIm of The ShowcaSe waS:
• To celebrate and demonstrate the role, contribution and value of youth work in the 

lives of young people in Ireland today.

• To facilitate young people to share their experience of participating in youth work 
activities with national policy makers and decision takers. 

• To demonstrate the depth and breadth of the youth work activities, projects and 
programmes that young people are involved and benefitting from. 

• To acknowledge the value of public investment in youth work services.

• To encourage members of the Oireachtas to support increased investment in youth 
work and provide an opportunity for them to sign our ‘Youth Work Funding Pledge 
Wall’.

• To provide discussion spaces for all groups of young people to network and share 
information on current issues in relation to youth work.

• To create opportunities for groups to promote and provide information about their 
organisations.
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who waS aT The evenT? 
• Over 300 young people attended with 60 youth workers who are involved and active 

in youth organisations from all Dáil constituencies. 

• Minister for Children and Youth Affairs – Dr Katherine Zappone and Lord Mayor of 
Dublin Paul McAuliffe both attended and addressed the event.

• NYCI also invited all members of the Oireachtas in order to provide an opportunity 
for young people and youth organisations to speak directly with their local TDs and 
Senators. 85 members attended the showcase.

• RTE Presenter Eoghan McDermott was the MC for the showcase.

• We had 4 guest speakers (Dan Airey from Irish Wheel-Chair Association, Ethan Kelly 
from The Vault Crosscare, Ferdia Shaw from Young Irish Film Makers and Fatima 
Guetar from FDYS Youth Work Ireland who shared their experiences of being young 
people and spoke about the difference and value of youth work in their lives. 
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?

What do you want your 
TD/ Senator to know?

capTurIng young people’S wordS:
The young people who attended were asked to answer the following two questions:

We gathered all their answers and collated them into this document.

The first part of this document summarises the key themes arising for young people on 
a national level. The second part which is divided up into the individual constituencies 
offers an opportunity to gain an insight into how youth work is impacting on a local 
level.

A key message emerging from the day was that hundreds of thousands of young people 
and their communities take part in and benefit from youth work, and that we need to 
sustain and increase funding for youth work to meet the needs of our growing youth 
population.

Speaking at the event, Mary Cunningham, Director of the NYCI said:

“This event showcases the exceptional quality of youth work happening 
throughout Ireland and celebrates the contribution of young people to Irish 
society and our local communities.”

“It is really important that young people – particularly at grassroots level – get 
the chance to reach out and engage with local politicians, TDs, Senators and 
Councillors.  It will also provide young people with the opportunity to call on their 
local politicians to support increased investment in youth work in the upcoming 
budget.”

“When politicians hear, see and experience the contribution and value of youth 
work in their local communities, particularly when expressed by young people 
themselves, it sends a very powerful message that this work is worth supporting 
and funding,” concluded Ms Cunningham.
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Summary of young people’S 
feedback
The following section provides an overview of the key themes which emerged from the 
young people’s feedback. It highlights in their words the direct impact of youth work has 
on their lives and what they feel is needed to further support the Youth Work sector.  
NYCI has not altered any of the quotes.
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We Want our tD/ senators to knoW the foLLoWing: 
(IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER)

opportunities within youth work
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Developing opportunities that empower young people to create positive change.”

 “I have gained the opportunity from travelling abroad to the opportunity to represent my 
county at a national level.” 

“Endless opportunities teach us many things and build us up strongly.”

“I got to go on loads of trips and to have amazing opportunities.”

“Opened up a network of like-minded people all over the country and the world.”

“I got involved in FDYS youth club when I first arrived to Ireland. I had no friends and no 
one around me. As a suggestion from a neighbour I started visiting the local youth club, 
there I started making new friends and getting involved in youth club projects and events. 
I simply found it fascinating. One of the projects I got involved in was the human rights 
and equality project where I received together with my group “the stronger together” the 
Garda youth award. Ireland is a multicultural country, that young people’s voices are 
heard is very important. This helps young people develop personal and interpersonal skills 
and relationships. For me it develops my voice in the society which helps me reach my full 
potential. Special thanks to FDYS youth centre for all the work that they have done with us 
and thanks to all the organisations that are involved in this.” Fatima Guetar from FDYS, a 
guest speaker at the event.

“Helps me to experience new things that I would not have done outside of youth work.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Change voting age to 16 if teenagers are expected to be informed and are informed they 
would be given the opportunities that they deserve” 

“Transports: funding for more buses and roads, is essential for widening the horizons of 
young people and giving them more opportunities.”

“Widespread community- county events. It’s not always possible to attend Dublin based 
events.”



NYCI Youth Work Changes Lives ShowCaSe 2019

14

funding and resources are needed to support 
youth work
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Every €1 spent in Youth Work saves the government €2, it is value for money.”

“Youth work saves lives and social education shapes the world. Funding is key to keep these 
groups open.”

“Youth work needs more money. Relationships between youth workers and young people is 
key and due process must be given. Youth workers and young people are not a quick fix. If 
you value young people as human beings you must invest in a long-term vision, bring the 
voting age to 16, empower young people, show that you care and you are really willing to 
listen. You are creating Ireland for them and not for your benefit. Cutting youth work budget 
might seem a good option for you, but it has devastating effects on young people. Young 
people are value for money. Full stop!”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Make young people lives a priority by investing in Youth Work.” 

“It’s never the wrong decision to invest in youth. We are the future; the more support we get 
from the government to express ourselves, the more benefits you will see in years to come.” 

“If young people are the future you need to invest in us.”

“Over half of the opportunities we are given would not be possible without the government 
funding, please keep supporting Youth Work.” 

“Kildare was one of the three counties that got zero Arts Council funding in 2019. You put into 
the youth what you want to see in the adults of tomorrow. What kind of generation do you 
want to see in future years?”

“Support us in building this country for our future.”

“Irish Girl Guides has 3,000 girls on waiting list and we cannot give these girls the 
opportunities I was given due to lack of funding and support. Youth Work has changed my life 
and it could change theirs too.” 

“We need financial resources now and for the future, before the sector falls.”

“We need more resources to fund our group, to give us more opportunities in life. If we don’t 
work in the now, there will be no future for young people.” 
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“Youth Work funding was reduced during the recession and has not returned to previous 
levels. There is an increase demand for youth work provision and interventions for young 
people. This demand is unsustainable with current resourcing.”

“Raise Youth Work funding to pre-austerity levels.” 

“Ronanstown Youth Service needs funding for their summer project. Also, our Jigsaw Mental 
Health service is being taken away from the community in Clondalkin and moved to Tallaght, 
taking local funding along with them. We need that service in our local area!”

“Funding opportunities for new digital media programmes.”

“Increase funding to help meet the increasing governance and compliance faced by our local 
groups.”

youth work supports communities
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Youth work has helped me to be more involved in my community and make new friends. It 
also helped me to realise how much we can help in our community.”

“I have learned skills that have been a benefit to me and my community.”

“It has given me the opportunity to volunteer and give back to my community and I feel proud 
of my accomplishments.”

“It has given me the opportunity to grow in a safe space, develop leadership and 
communication skills and to give back to community, which has benefitted me.”

“Made me more aware of my roots and the people around me.” 

“I love the fact that I can make a difference in people lives with what I can do with the Citizens 
Project.”

“I have challenged myself and pushed myself beyond my comfort zone in the interest of 
others.”

“I love that I now can start to give back by volunteering as a young leader.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“The privatisation of Youth Work needs to stop. Stop taking away services from our 
communities!”
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youth work provides life skills 
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Having mentors to look up to made me more willing to work to achieve my goals.”

“Youth work saves lives and social education shapes the world. Funding is key to keep these 
groups open.”

“Taught me the basic skills of life but also essential social and confidence skills.”

“Youth Work has helped me gain great communication skills and social skills.”

“It has informed us of our rights which our schools have not done.”

“The importance of instilling confidence in young people by giving them roles in leadership 
and responsibilities.”

“Youth need to be taught about life after school.” 

“More options for non-formal education paths.”

“It gives you skills you will not only use in life but in work as well. It gives people the 
confidence to not only participate, but also lead a team.” 

“I have developed my public speaking.”

“It has increased my set of skills and therefore made me more employable.”

“It has given me the opportunity to learn new skills that school cannot provide.”

“Grabbed the chances of doing different courses and workshops, which looks good on my 
CV.“

“Increased awareness.”

“Helped me with my reading skills, workers are helpful, which makes me happy. They help us 
to get ready for the next year in school. Without the afterschool, I would not have the courage 
to go to school.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Renewed focus in Youth Arts and extra curriculum humanities.”

“What are you doing to promote the Irish language?”

“What are you doing about car insurance for young drivers?”
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youth works builds relationships within a 
safe space
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Relationship between youth workers and young people is key and not a quick fix.”

“It helped me to make friends and spent my summer making unforgettable memories.”

“I made so many friends and I am so much more confident that I used to be.”

“This place has helped me so much because everyone here is so friendly and make me feel so 
much happier in myself and it doesn’t make me think of anything of the past.”

“Youth Work has given me a safe place to socialise.”

“It allowed me to mess up, make mistakes and learn from them with guidance.”

“It made it fun and you can make new friends and you get to experience new things.”

“Youth work has provided many young people a place to feel safe and cared for.”

“It’s fun.”

“Support networks+ encouraging young people’s development.”
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youth work supports young people and their 
mental health
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Mental Health support is so expensive, but these groups give free support, which save lives 
and also makes us happier and healthier.”

“Before I joined the youth club I was in a very bad place with my mental health-Supported me 
through therapy and helped me to see a future for myself.”

“Youth Work provided a stable place of trust when home and school were pure chaos.”

“Youth work improves the quality of life for young people which is especially important given 
the current trends in Youth mental health in Ireland.”

“Given me reason to not worry about things I couldn’t help.”

“Helped me coping with stress of being a modern teenager in Ireland.”

“It has gotten many people through the stress of exams, helped with applications to college / 
courses.”

“We have a no Shame campaign based around Mental Health and trying to prevent/ minimise 
the suicide rates. It’s about being ok with not feeling great in yourself #it’s ok not to be ok#.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Healthcare for everyone - Mental Health in particular, more services needed!” 
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youth work empowers young people 
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

 “Giving young people a voice (we already have a voice but now we know how to use it).”

“Empowered me to stand up for what I believe in.”

“Having people who believe in me.”

“Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is a progress, working together is a 
success.” 

“Opened up a network of like-minded people all over the country and the world.”

“Given the skills to become a functioning and engaged member of society.”

“Encouraged to make a positive impact on the world and community around me.”

“Showed me that my opinion matters.”

“Youth work has changed my life for the better and has led me to study Community and 
youth work in Maynooth University, so I can be that one good adult that helps a young 
person.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Remember that we will decide what happens when you will be old. Be kind to us now and we 
will be kind to you in the future.”

“We are the future and have loads of opinions and ideas that could help shape the future for 
the better.”
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youth work promotes inclusion and equality
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Youth Work is a space for conciliating differences. It’s a safe place for people from all 
background, ethnicities, sexual orientation and religion.”

“Young people from different cultural backgrounds should have more opportunities to 
engage in English language classes and to progress to further education.” 

“Youth Work though Afro-diaspora have helped me in working for the African community in 
Ireland by through various welfare programmes.”

“It created many opportunities for us, like going on exchanges, meeting new people and 
learning about their cultures.”

“Gives a better understanding of different cultures and ethnicities.”

“The Inclusion Programme has made us feel more welcome in our community stopped the 
small- town effect.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Young girls deserve the right to be represented equally and to be listened to.”

“More help needed for young people with cancer, mental health and chronic illnesses. Follow 
up these issues!”

“The availability of a personal assistant is vital for my day to day life”

“Young kids from Traveller background are 7 times more likely to die by suicide than their 
settled counterparts. Discrimination is real.”

“Help break barriers to education and female leadership for young girls to reach their 
potential and be confident in who they are and not being afraid of speak out.”

“We should have the same rights as other children.” 

“We need politicians to know that there are undocumented children + young people growing 
up in Dublin and all over Ireland, and they face many challenges without papers. Their 
potential is stunted and wasted. Without papers they cannot work, going to college or travel, 
they cannot get a PPS number. All this has a massive input on their mental health and 
moving forward in life.”

“Why are families are waiting for 13+ years on the housing list?”
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“You need to improve the youth centre, make it more accessible and fund more activities.”

“Less talk and more actions please.”

“Better housing needed.”

“Have you considered releasing funding for students with disabilities?”

“Why are 15 year olds charged adult fare on public transport?”

youth work advocates for climate change  
and climate justice 
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“We move with the times and keep on top of current affairs. We work on global issues such as 
the SDG’s and our future as European young people.”

“Climate change actions must be taken.”

“Support us in building this country for our future.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Climate action is a problem in Ireland but is not taken seriously enough by the government. 
Youth work needs more resources, staff and programmes to make an impact.  Government 
should do more to support youth environmental learning!” 

“Stop climate change!”

“Value nature and the environment.”

“Clean water, taps / stations to refill bottles (recreational).”

“More bins locally, campaigns to encourage recycling.”
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youth work supports the lgbTQ+ community
What difference has Youth Work made to my life?

“Youth workers enabled me to reach my full potential through one-to-one. Very supportive of 
LGBT+ young people.”

“Has taught me to love and accept myself in a way that I never thought possible.” 

“Having youth centres allows us to be ourselves in a safe place, without feeling ashamed.” 

“Provides support and help. Without a place to be myself I don’t think I would be here today. 
My local Youth Centre has helped me with things, such as moving forward in my transition, 
hate at school and being proud of who I am. Having a safe place has helped me so much, I 
am the person I am because of my local Youth Centre.”

What else is needed to support Youth Work? 

“Non-binary genders exist and need a legal definition.”

“We want the LGBTQ+ community to be recognised among schools across the country.”
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body of feedback from 
participating young 
people

Part 2
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Built our confidence a lot, has helped our 

mental health.

•	 It helped us to make more friends.

•	 help us to have our own voice & share 
opinions.

•	 Shows us how we are important in society 
today.

•	 It helped us with course work like make-up, 
bullying, how to defuse from a situation 
where having mixed emotions, relationships 
with family and friends + boyfriends and 
girlfriends. how to have more respect for 
our parents and ourselves.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 We would like to have a ball at the end of 

the year but in order to have that we need 
funding.

•	 We have a major like for horse-riding & 
would like to take part.

•	 Our town is under-privileged, and we don’t 
get to do many things and we would love if 
you could help us do the things.

ConnaCht

galway west
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 Develop connections.
•	 Feels like I have made a positive 

contribution to peoples’ lives.
•	 having mentors to look up to.
•	 Developed my public speaking.
•	 Learning how to organise.
•	 Developing opportunities that 

empower young people to create 
positive change.

•	 Made me more willing to work to 
achieve my goals.

•	 Scouting has helped me to get active 
and to become a functioning member 
of my community.

•	 helped me to value nature and the 
natural world.

What do you want your tD/senator 
to know?
•	 What are you doing to promote the Irish language?
•	 What are you doing about car insurance for young 

drivers?
•	 have you considered releasing funding for 

students with disabilities?
•	 Support us in building this country for our future.
•	 Stop climate change!
•	 Value nature and the environment.
•	 Bring back Community/Volunteering work leave – 

for youth workers who volunteer.
•	 Increase funding to help meet the increasing 

governance and compliance faced by our local 
groups.

•	 Provide more locations for youth work to happen 
(i.e. scouts halls, community halls and amenities).

ConnaCht

galway west
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Foroiges core value is to always put youth 

first. Ever since joining Foroige, our lives 
have changed for the better.

•	 The organisation has endless opportunities 
which teach us many things and build us up 
strongly. Examples include: a huge growth in 
confidence; strong interpersonal skills; the 
ability to speak out and be brave when doing 
so. Foroige has given us a sense of purpose 
and a big involvement in the community 
along with lifelong memories and friends.

•	  Foroige is a big part of our lives, its given 
us so many opportunities and we want to 
improve on this by opening up premises 
that will facilitate Foroige’s needs and their 
community.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 All about Foroige and the endless 

opportunities we offer.

•	 We want our TD to positively come and visit 
us during a club night to fully understand 
what we are about.

•	 We want our TD to know how to help us 
with opening up premises that facilitate our 
needs.

•	 Climate change actions have to be taken.

ConnaCht

mayo 
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Joining Macra Na Feirme is the best thing I’ve 

ever done. The opportunities I have gained 
from travelling abroad to the opportunity to 
represent my county at a national level.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 About Macra Na Feirme and our main 

activities

•	 Our key area of activities

•	 Community Involvement

•	 Travel opportunities

•	 Performing Arts

•	 Agriculture

•	 Sport

•	 Public speaking

•	 Open to everyone 17 to 35

•	 Social activities, Mental health, Farm Safety 
training, Social Inclusion

•	 Climate change/Climate action needs to be 
taken

ConnaCht

mayo 
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Youth work through Macra Na Feirme has 

given me the opportunity to make friends, 
get involved with the local community and 
travel.

•	 Youth work though Afro-Diaspora have 
helped me in working for the African 
community in Ireland through various 
welfare programmes.

•	 It made it fun and you are able to make 
new friends and you get to experience new 
things.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 About Macra Na Feirme

•	 Our key area of activities

•	 Community Involvement

•	 Travel

•	 Performing Arts

•	 Agriculture

•	 Sport

•	 Public speaking

•	 Open to everyone 17-35yrs old

•	 Social activities, Mental health, Farm Safety, 
Training, Social Inclusion

•	 FUN... lots of it!

ConnaCht

galway/roscommon
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Youth work has provided many young people 

a place to feel safe and cared for.
•	 It has gotten many people through the stress 

of exams, helped with applications to college / 
courses.

•	 Provided emotional support to anyone in 
need.

•	 Given me reason to not worry about things I 
couldn’t help.

•	 The youth service helped me to make CVs, 
provided me with the experience to be 
qualified in CPR, learn how to care for people 
with special needs through our yearly summer 
camps and work on our developmental group 
work (DGW) and also partake in programmes 
running for us like life-skills and Natural highs 
(Drugs Education+ Prevention programme).

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 We find it really important to preserve the 

local community based infrastructures of 
youth service lead by local people in the 
forthcoming review of the youth service 
grant. Without our funding the youth clubs 
can’t provide the opportunities that they 
do.

•	 I would like them to realise what these 
organisations mean to younger people, 
the resources and supports we get is 
unbelievable.

munster

clare 
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 #savinglives #touchinglives #changinglives. 

Order of Malta Ireland – Shannon Unit.

•	 I have learned skills that have been a benefit 
to me & my community.

•	 I’ve gained so much confidence & the ability 
to travel and make new friends.

•	 I have challenged myself and pushed myself 
beyond my comfort zone in the interest of 
others.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Members of the Shannon community rely 

on us to be there when they are at a stage 
in their lives where they need physical and 
social help /support.

•	 We have been in the Shannon community for 
47 years. 

•	 In order for us to continue we need financial 
support to keep our ambulances road worthy 
and to keep our training skills up to date.

•	 We are unique in that any funding Shannon 
unit raise through local duties stay within our 
community.

•	 help people promote the great work we do 
in the Shannon / Clare area.

munster

clare 
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Coming together is a beginning, keeping 

together is a progress, working together is a 
success (Conna Foroige Club).

•	 Being part of the citizenship programme in 
April, we went to Dublin to showcase our 
activities with our community (i.e shoe box 
appeal, penny dinners, carols singing and 
Christmas cards, helping with the senior 
citizens dinners).

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 healthcare for everyone

•	 Mental health, in particular more service 
hours!

munster

cork east 
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 I made a load of friends. It made me more 

social.
•	 I made so many friends and I am so much 

more confident that I used to be. 
•	 I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t a thing. I also 

have all the support I need, which I didn’t 
have before. 

•	 Before I joined the youth club I was in a very 
bad place with my mental health. This place 
has helped me so much because everyone 
here is so friendly and make me feel so 
much happier in myself and it doesn’t make 
me think of anything of the past.

•	 I do get to make genuine friends and I had 
somewhere to go whenever I wanted to be 
distracted and have fun. I got to go on loads 
of trips and to have amazing opportunities.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Develop free outdoor spaces for teens up to 

18yrs. 
•	 Youth need to be taught about life after 

school.
•	 Contact the politicians for more funding.
•	 Less hours in school! 
•	 Why 15 year olds are charged adult fare on 

public transports?
•	 More options for non-formal education 

paths.
•	 Why families are waiting for 13+ years on the 

housing list?

munster

cork east
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 In my community it has given me a sense of 

belonging. It is fun helping the community 
with my friends.

•	 Made me more aware of my roots and the 
people around me.

•	 I love the fact that I can make a difference 
in people lives with what I can do with the 
Citizens Project (Conna Foroige).

•	 I am involved in a special interest group with 
the Tidy Towns.

•	 It has increased my set of skills and 
therefore made me more employable.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Funding is essential for the growth of youth 

organisations (Conna Foroige).

•	 It improves the quality of life for young 
people which is especially important given 
the current trends in Youth mental health in 
Ireland.

munster

cork north central
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Empowered me to stand up for what I 

believe in.

•	 Opened up a network of like-minded people 
all over the country and the world.

•	 Given the skills to become a functioning and 
engaged member of society.

•	 Encouraged to make a positive impact on the 
world and community around me.

•	 Taught me the basic skills of life but also 
essential social and confidence skills.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Funding is essential to keep ensuring the 

empowerment of young people can happen.

•	 Youth Work services from the support of the 
government and it is required in order to 
keep doing the essential work.

•	 Improved infrastructures (parks, swimming 
pools) and in aiding the expansion of young 
persons’ life skills set through opportunities 
granted by youth work.

•	 Transports: funding for more buses and 
roads, in essential for widening the horizons 
of young people and giving them more 
opportunities.

munster

cork north west
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Given me the opportunity to grow in 

a safe space, develop leadership and 
communication skills and to give back to 
community, which has benefitted me.

•	 It put me on the straight and narrow. Gave 
me a pathway towards a corner of a wall and 
a sense of belonging.

•	 Allowed me to express myself in a creative 
way and building valuable friendships.

•	 Supported me through therapy and helped 
me to see a future for myself.

•	 It allowed me to mess up, make mistakes 
and learn from them with guidance.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Irish Girl Guides has 3,000 girls on waiting 

list and we cannot give these girls the 
opportunities I was given due to lack of 
funding and support. Youth Work has 
changed my life and it could change theirs 
too.

•	 I want politicians to know that youth work is 
important for supporting the young lives of 
deprived kids/teens who don’t get enough 
attention and affections from their families.

munster

cork South central
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Opportunities to make my voice heard. Trips.

•	 IGG: Guiding has boosted my confidence, 
brought out my inner leader, cultivated my 
interests and broadened my horizons. I’ve 
gained so much, and I am still benefiting 
from the organisation. I love that I now 
have the opportunity to start to give back 
by volunteering as a young leader. IGG has 
changed and enhanced my life.

•	 Experiences such as Gay pride.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 More LGBT education in school.

•	 They need to prioritise – 1 rep only turned up 
to meet young people.

•	 The importance of instilling confidence 
in young people by giving them roles in 
leadership and responsibilities. how youth 
work can enrich the lives of young people.

•	 The importance and the relevance of rural 
youth work. Need and support for this is 
crucial in future planning in youth work 
sector.

•	 Widespread community- county events. It’s 
not always possible to attend Dublin based 
events.

•	 Gaps in areas/ provision of youth work.

munster

kerry
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 I am more confident and outgoing.

•	 It has given me the opportunity to volunteer 
and give back to my community and I feel 
proud of my accomplishments.

•	 It has given me and my fellow youth 
members the confidence to get out more 
and to interact with each other – in learning 
from other members within the youth, more 
about their cultures and traditions.

•	 It helped me to make friends and spent my 
summer making unforgettable memories.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 That there is no community involvement for 

teenagers.

•	 More bins, encourage recycling.

•	 Mental health support.

•	 Water stops in public areas (parks etc).

•	 Promoting bikes in urban areas.

•	 Support for more charity shops.

•	 Financial support.

•	 Support for youth members everywhere.

munster

limerick city
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 It has made me grateful for what I have and 

that helping other people can really help 
someone.

•	 Life-skills.

•	 Coping with stress of being a modern 
teenager in Ireland.

•	 Given me a sense of community and 
somewhere to feel safe.

Love, Ciara, Caillum, Aifric and Aoife – Limerick 
Scout County

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Financial support to aid in running outdoors 

activities.

•	 Clean water, taps / stations to refill bottles 
(recreational).

•	 More bins locally, campaigns to encourage 
recycling.

•	 Better mental health structure to support 
people locally.

•	 Promoting bike rental.

•	 More support for charity shops.

•	 Local activities in certain areas, reduce 
isolation.

munster

limerick county
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Youth work has helped me to decide what to 

do after school.

•	 It has given me new opportunities.

•	 New and exciting experiences.

•	 Become more confident.

•	 helps me to experience new things that I 
would not have done outside of YWI.

•	 It has helped me to gain great 
communication and social skills.

•	 It has given me a safe place to socialise.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 The importance of funding youth mental 

health services.

•	 Funding for all areas of YWI.

•	 Transport.

•	 Each youth project be promoted.

munster

Tipperary
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Huge confidence boost.

•	 Awareness of more issues.

•	 Giving young people a voice (we already 
have a voice but now we know how to use it).

•	 having people who believe in me.

•	 Support networks + encouraging young 
people’s development.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Less talk more action.

•	 Show up to protests and take part instead of 
posting it on social media and then leaving.

•	 Better mental health services.

•	 More equality for young people from ALL 
backgrounds.

•	 Change voting age to 16. If teenagers are 
expected to be informed + are informed 
they should be given the opportunities they 
deserve.

•	 More Arts funding.

•	 Politicians need stop faking interest - not 
talking to young people.

munster

waterford
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 It made me a better person.

•	 helped me with my reading skills, workers 
are helpful, which makes me happy. They 
help us to get ready for the next year in 
school. 

•	 It increased my self-confidence because you 
get a chance to speak more often

•	 Get a change to eat healthy snacks and it 
encourages good manners.

•	 Without the afterschool, I would not have 
the courage to go to school.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 We want to keep our afterschool programme 

because is a safe place and helps us with all 
homework. Please find some funding for us.

•	 We should have the same rights as other 
children.

•	 People on the afterschool programme 
came from all over the world, I came from 
Bangladesh. 

Leinster

carlow/kilkenny
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 They help me with my reading.

•	 They make me more happy.

•	 They help you get ready for the next class in 
primary school.

•	 They are helpful.

•	 They made me more confident.

•	 It made me a better person than I was, more 
confident.

•	  Make new friends.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Without the afterschool I would not have the 

courage to go to school.

•	 Find some funding for us.

•	 Afterschool is a very safe place.

•	 The afterschool helps you with English.

Leinster

carlow/kilkenny
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 I have gained a vast knowledge about 

climate change through EcoUnesco’s Peer 
Education programme.

•	 I have experienced many things I would have 
never tried on my own merit (ex. Gaisce, 
residentials etc).

•	 They make me feel safer in my area.

•	 help us in all situations.

•	 You need more coaches in the area.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Young people are sound!

•	 SDG 13 needs to be reinforced in our area 
quickly.

•	 Sphere 17 make me feel happy Sphere 17 
make me feel safer.

•	 The privatisation of youth work needs to 
stop. Stop taking away services from our 
communities!!!

Leinster

dublin bay north
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Gave us experience. Talking about Youth 

project by going on exchange to different 
countries, such as Finland, Croatia, Russia.

•	 We do a Junior Leading Programme which let 
us be more a part in our community. It has 
kept us educated and out of trouble.

•	 The project has made us socially aware of 
our community.

•	 Gives us a space to be ourselves.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Homelessness; better housing.

•	 Should have more Gardai on the streets to 
prevent drug use/selling.

•	 Youth centre so we can have more clubs + 
children involved.

•	 Voting age should be lowered to 16.

•	 More facilities in our area for teenagers, 
such as sports teams and youth centres, as 
resources are very limited (no sport team 
and only one youth centre).

Leinster

dublin bay South
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What difference has youth work made to 
my life?
braDog
•	 It gave me a place to socialise.
•	 It helped me to make new friends.
•	 It gave me more opportunities: for example, we did the 

parade, sail training, trips etc.
•	 It’s like a second home.
•	 help us with jobs and education.
•	 Support our mental health.
•	 have programmes about everything with young people 

(Bragdog).

mrCi
•	 It gave me more opportunities that I didn’t have before.
•	 It’s a safe place to be yourself and we are treated equally, 

no judgement.
•	 We have a place where to go if we don’t have anywhere 

else to go, a place which is uniquely our own.

What do you want your 
tD/senator to know?
•	 We need them to know that there 

are undocumented children + 
young people growing up in Dublin 
and all over Ireland, and they 
face many challenges without 
papers. Their potential is stunted 
and wasted. Without papers 
they cannot work, go to college 
or travel, they cannot get a PPS 
number... all this has a massive 
impact on their mental health and 
moving forward in life.

Leinster

dublin central
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 CanTeen made me feel normal, not just 

a young person with cancer. You can talk 
about your cancer experience, but you 
don’t have to. Made lots of new friends 
who understand what I went through.

•	 Catholic Guides of Ireland has made me 
feel welcome and explore who I am and 
develop leadership skills and help other 
girls to gain what I have.

•	 Youth work has helped me to be more 
involved in my community and make 
new friends. It also helped me to realise 
how much we can help in our community 
(Localise).

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 We need funding. help break barriers to 

education and female leadership for young 
girls to reach their potential and be confident 
in who they are and not being afraid of speak 
out. Funding and leadership skills for young 
girls in north inner city!

•	 Need more help for young people with cancer, 
mental health, long term follow up issues.

•	 Not all young people are bad and some love to 
help out their communities. 

•	 Localise works with 15 different communities 
in Dublin Inner city, but they have waiting lists.

Leinster

dublin central
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 Youth work saves lives!

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Only Maureen O’ Sullivan showed up for 

Dublin Central!!!

•	 Make young people a priority by investing in 
Youth Work.

•	 Not enough support for young people! We are 
from Dublin so all the locals should have made 
the point to come. We are close to Dail Eireann 
so no excuses for not coming.

Leinster

dublin central
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 It has made a massive social change in my 

life. I feel more confident when talking with 
strangers.

•	 has given me opportunities in life, given 
me so much confidence and a chance to 
step out of my comfort zone. Encouraged 
me to go outside and try new things.

•	  Athraíonn obair oige Saul an duine!

•	 Feachtas Balbrigan!

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 The Irish language matters! Do more to 

promote it.

•	 Teenagers need more facilities and youth work 
needs more funding now.

•	 Teenagers need a good place to socialise and 
have fun. For example maybe a building with a 
few facilities and chill zones for example rock 
wall climbing areas, chill zone, small movie 
theatre in Balbriggan.

Leinster

dublin fingal
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What Difference Has Youth 
Work made to my Life?
•	 Gave me confidence and opportunities to 

meet others of my age.

•	 Encouraged me to try out new things.

•	 Gave me the opportunity to stand up for 
other people who cannot for themselves.

•	 helped me to gain opportunities to 
influence my community.

•	 Given me opportunities that I would have 
never thought possible before.

•	 Showed me that my opinion matters.

•	 It has given me the opportunity to learn 
new skills that school cannot provide.

•	 I now feel confident that I can help my 
community through duties and knowing 
basic first aid.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 The availability of a personal assistant is vital 

for my day to day life.

•	 We are the future and have loads of opinions 
and ideas that could help shape the future for 
the better.

•	 These Youth groups are our way to give back 
to our communities.

•	 We would like to highlight the importance 
of skills such as Basic First Aid and CPR, to 
educate more people in communities about 
these life-saving skills.

Leinster

dun laoghaire
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 We have more of a voice in our community.

•	 Giving us confidence.

•	 Build teamwork.

•	 Great diversity.

•	 A sense of belonging.

•	 Creates Inclusion.

•	 Gives you more of a sense of what’s going 
on in your community.

•	 Offers an opportunity to improve things for 
young people.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Not all teenagers living in socially challenged 

areas are bad.

•	 Volunteering creates a lot of inclusion and 
diversity.

•	 Every young person can make a difference.

•	 Localise has impacted our lives and 
communities with lots of positive changes.

•	 Localise tackles anti-social behaviour.

•	 Localise should be in every school.

•	 Localise creates new community leaders.

•	 More support for mental health services, no 
budget cuts.

•	 Youth work organisations help young people, 
support them.

Leinster

dublin mid-west
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What Difference Has Youth 
Work made to my Life?
•	 Youth work has given me confidence and it 

has helped me to connect with those in my 
community.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Youth work is so important and it needs to be 

supported because it makes a difference in 
the lives of young people.

Leinster

dublin north
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What Difference Has Youth 
Work made to my Life?
•	 It’s a safe place for people from all 

background, ethnicities, sexual orientation 
and religion.

•	 Friends through shared interests (ie Music).

•	 Youth workers enabled me to reach my 
full potential through one-to-one. Very 
supportive of LGBT+ young people. Youth 
work has changed my life for the better 
and has led me to study Community and 
youth work in Maynooth University, so I 
can be that one good adult that helps a 
young person.

•	 It gives you skills you will not only use in 
life but in work as well. It gives people the 
confidence to not only participate, but also 
lead a team.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 That Young people are the future of this 

country, so we should be given opportunities 
to ensure that our future is the best we can 
get.

•	 Youth work enables young people to reach 
their full potential in a non-formal way that 
other activities like school cannot. Only form of 
voluntary education/ participation that young 
people are involved in. Enable young people 
to reach their full potential by becoming active 
citizens in their communities!!!

•	 We need more resources to fund our group, to 
give us more opportunities in life. If we don’t 
work in the now, there will be no future for 
young people.

Leinster

dublin north-west
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 The youth centre has helped me through 

many tough times, helped me to build 
confidence and improve coping techniques. 
I have made so many friends, family and 
memories.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 That youth centres are more than places to 

relax, they are places we call a second home, 
we feel welcome, happy and free.

•	 That the youth centres needs more support 
from the TDs’ to help fund the youth centres, 
so kids can be helped in making the right 
choices.

•	 Youth workers are some of the most amazing 
people I have/will ever meet and they don’t get 
enough credit.

•	 We need financial resources now and for the 
future, before the sector falls.

Leinster

dublin north-west
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What Difference Has Youth 
Work made to my Life?
•	 Keeps me off the streets, mix with friends. 

Safe place to speak out, express yourself 
with drama, music and Youthcafe.

•	 Youth Work has given me maturity.

•	 Young people gain in confidence.

•	 Sense of wholeness + belonging: 10,000 to 
youth projects or 10,000 to Oberstown?

•	 Arts play a huge role in positive mental 
health among young people (music and 
drama) An arts strategy placed within the 
YW strategy is relevant to support the 
positive impact it plays in young persons 
lives.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Climate action is a problem in Ireland but not 

taken seriously within the government. The 
Youth is doing enough, and the Government 
should do more, like make new legislations etc.

•	 Youth work needs more resources, staff and 
programmes.

•	 Youth Work funding was reduced during the 
recession and has not returned to previous 
levels. There is an increase demand for youth 
work provision and interventions. For young 
people this demand is unsustainable with 
current resourcing.

•	 There is a requirement for case management 
style interview. Many young men aged 15+ to 
support their engagement / training leading to 
employment or to support a reduction in their 
substance reduction.

Leinster

dublin South-central
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 has given me an education on so many 

topics, from politics to the sex-ed which I 
didn’t get in school. has introduced me to 
so many people from different background 
and from different opinions.

•	 Crosscare Ronanstown Youth Service 
has helped me to develop as a young 
person, providing new opportunities and 
supporting me + has given confidence 
and relevance to get on with my life. It has 
helped me to meet new friends.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Youth work saves lives and social education 

shapes the world. Funding is key to keep these 
groups open.

•	 That Ronanstown Youth Service needs funding 
for their Summer Project. Also, our Jigsaw 
Mental health service is being taken away 
from the community in Clondalkin and moved 
to tallaght, taking local funding along with 
them. We need that service in our local area! 

•	 huge drugs problem in Clondalkin, sort that 
please.

•	 Funding needed for outdoor activities, 
adventures and sports equipment.

Leinster

dublin South-west
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 Gave me the ability to communicate with 

multiple people, I have become very 
confident and I know how to act and 
communicate.

•	 Gave me the chance to think about my 
future as a person and about my future in 
education. I have been coaching with FAI in 
the past three years and this is because of 
youth work.

•	 Doing youth work gave me the chance 
of volunteering within the community 
and young people and formed a healthy 
relationship with them.

•	 Grabbed the chance of doing different 
courses and workshops, which looks good 
on my CV.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 More investment in youth work is needed, as it 

is an important cause.

•	 We want the LGBTQ+ community to be 
recognised among schools across the country.

•	 The way lessons are taught in schools do not 
recognise the different way in which students 
learn and it needs to be improved for the good 
of youth.

Leinster

dublin South-west
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What Difference Has Youth 
Work made to my Life?
•	 It has given me the opportunity to 

understand the challenges faced by youth 
of this generation. I have become a more 
understanding and accepting person.

•	 Provided me the opportunity to meet new 
people and to learn more about myself and 
others.

•	 It has allowed me to get involved in my 
community, meet different people and go 
to different places.

•	 has taught me to love and accept myself in 
a way that I never thought possible.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Apart from recreational activities, our young 

people are highly interested in sessions 
intended towards career building skills and 
technology. It would be interesting to have 
a tech workshop (STEM) with other youth 
groups.

•	 Diversity of interests, background and 
opinions are facilitated and so important.

•	 Mental health support is so expensive, but 
these groups give free support, which save 
lives and also makes us happier and healthier.

•	 If young people are the future you need to 
invest in us.

•	 Non-binary genders exist and need a legal 
definition.

Leinster

dublin South-west
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What Difference Has Youth 
Work made to my Life?
•	 Coderdojo has taught me how to code 

and has helped me to get better at using 
computers and I really enjoyed it.

•	 Coderdojo has taught me lots about coding 
and computer skills.

•	 The Order of Malta has taught me 
life-saving skills I can use to help my 
community.

•	 SpunOut has helped me with talking about 
rarely talked issues e.g. physical, mental, 
sexual health.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 We need more volunteers as mentors. 

Technical skills are required. Tech companies 
will need a skilled workforce.

•	 Order of Malta needs more funds to equip 
better and newer ambulances.

•	 Promoting Youth Work to connect with each 
other, using tech to their advantage

•	 Good facilities!

Leinster

dublin west
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 A massive increase in confidence, social 

skills and others that make me a well-
rounded person.

•	 Youth work has made me realise what I 
am passionate for and shaped my career 
choice.

•	 Youth work has given me access to facilities 
that I would not have been able to use in 
my everyday life.

•	 Youth work has helped me to become 
a more active member of my local 
community.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 It’s never the wrong decision to invest in 

youth. We are the future; the more support we 
get from the government to express ourselves, 
the more benefits you will see in years to 
come.

•	 Kildare was one of the three counties that got 
zero arts council funding in 2019!!!

•	 You put into the youth what you want to 
see in the adult of tomorrow. What kind of 
generation do you want to see in future years?

Leinster

kildare north
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What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 With every €1 spent on Youth Work services, 

the State saves €2.20.

•	 During adolescence, each additional year of 
arts study was significantly associated to an 
increase of 20% in education and a decrease 
in the likelihood that an adolescent would be 
ever suspended from school.

Leinster

kildare South
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 Youth Work has benefitted my life for the 

better. I have had the opportunity to learn 
new skills that I would never have had the 
chance to learn at home or in school. It has 
given me the advantage to tell others in my 
area about the fantastic new skills I have 
learned. 

Leinster

Laois/Offaly
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 As a young person youth work has 

impacted my life greatly.

•	 It makes me feel that my voice counts.

•	 It has opened many doors for me and has 
granted me a lot of opportunities.

•	 It has helped me to meet a lot of great 
people.

•	 Taking part in the helium Arts Projects 
with CanTeen Ireland it brings everyone 
together. I have fun making films and 
music and learning new skills.

•	 Made me who I am today, I am a DJ and 
Djing in the Midlands.

•	 Provided me with amazing opportunities 
around Ireland to upskill, engage in politics 
and much more.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Climate Action Plan is poorly structured, fails 

to address agriculture in any major way and 
other issues!

•	 The voting age should be lowered to 16.

•	 Youth work funding should and needs to be 
increased.

•	 Transport links between Westmeath/Longford 
to university towns eg. Galway, Limerick, Cork, 
must improve. Students accommodation and 
3rd level institution.

•	 Increase in local arts funding to reach all 
young people regardless of illness/disability. 
Creative skills are life-skills.

•	 Delinquency problems.

•	 Representation.

Leinster

longford/westmeath
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Gives us different perspectives in our visions.

•	 Shows us that it is ok to show our emotions.

•	 Gives us different opportunities.

•	 Helps – Without a place to be myself I don’t 
think I would be here today.

•	 helps us grow as people and become more 
self confident.

•	 Improves our self-esteem and confidence.

•	 helps us make new friends and express 
ourselves fully #No shame.

•	 We have quality for all young people and 
their opinion.

•	 It gives us a better understanding of 
different cultures and ethnicities.

•	 Shows us its okay not to be okay.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Every €1 spent on Youth work save the 

government €3.

•	 having youth centres allows us to be 
ourselves in a safe place, without feeling 
ashamed.

•	 Youth workers deserve a lot more money for 
the work they are doing in our community.

•	 Our youth workers make us feel safe, when 
having youth work is having a lifetime friend.

•	 My local Youth Centre has helped me 
with things such as moving forward in my 
transition, hate at school and being proud of 
who I am. having a safe place has helped me 
so much, I am the person I am because of my 
local Youth Centre.

•	 Youth Work works.
•	  Love Youth Work outcomes.

Leinster

louth
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 More confidence.

•	 International opportunities.

•	 Increased awareness of social issues.

•	 Relevant life experiences.

•	 Life skills e.g. team-work, communication.

•	 Given me the opportunity to give back and 
pass on the skills I have learnt in Guiding to 
younger girls.

•	 Step out of my comfort zone.

•	 Learn about different cultures.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 We move with the times and keep on top of 

current affairs.

•	 We work on global issues as the SDG’s and our 
future as European young people.

•	 Young girls deserve the right to be 
represented equally and to be listened to.

•	 Over half of the opportunities we are given 
would not be possible without the government 
funding, please keep supporting Youth Work.

Leinster

meath east
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 It created many opportunities for us, like 

going on exchanges, meeting new people 
and learning about their cultures.

•	 It has made me more open minded by 
interacting with a variety of people.

•	 It takes people off the streets which 
prevents anti-social behaviour.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 That we don’t have a Youth centre in Navan, 

where we can go everyday to chill out or just 
to have somewhere to go rather than hanging 
out on the streets.

•	 Every €1 spent in Youth Work saves the 
government €2, it is value for money.

•	 Young kids from traveller background are 7 
times more likely to die by suicide than their 
settled counterparts. Discrimination is real.

•	 We have a NO Shame campaign based around 
Mental health and trying to prevent/ minimise 
the suicide rates. It’s about being ok with not 
feeling great in yourself. #it’s ok not to be ok#

Leinster

meath west
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What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 Better skills and develop self-confidence.

•	 Made new friends and opened new doors 
for me.

•	 The Inclusion Programme has made us feel 
more welcome in our community, stopped 
the ‘small town effect’.

•	 Youth work provided a stable place of trust 
when home and school were pure chaos.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Young people are the new faces of tomorrow, 

we are the future.

•	 You need to improve the youth Centre, make it 
more accessible and fund more activities.

•	 Remember that we will decide what happens 
when you will be old. Be kind to us now and 
we will be kind to you in the future.

Leinster

wexford
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Leinster

wicklow Side a

What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Has given me the confidence and self-

esteem, it’s supportive and gives me the 
building blocks for the life I want to live.

•	 It allows me to express myself as a person, 
express my emotions and my thoughts to 
others.

•	 The Youth centre has helped me to become 
more extroverted instead of my old 
introverted self.

•	 It makes a difference because it helps us to 
understand people, how to talk with them, to 
understand different communities.

•	 Youth Centre help me with my English, 
work placement, understanding forms and 
processes I am not familiar with. We go on 
trips.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Youth work needs more money. Relationship 

between youth workers and young people 
is key and due process must be given. Youth 
workers and young people are not a quick 
fix. If you value young people as human 
beings you must invest in a long-term 
vision, bring the voting age to 16, empower 
young people, show that you care, and you 
are really willing to listen. You are creating 
Ireland for them and not for your benefit. 
Cutting Youth work budget might seem a 
good option for you, but it has devastating 
effects on young people. Young people are 
value for money. Full stop!!
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What difference has youth work 
made to my life?
•	 Youth Work has helped me develop into a more 

confident and passionate person. It has taught me 
to lobby for what I believe in. As a young person 
it gives me a voice and a community of other 
passionate people that I belong to.

Leinster

wicklow Side b
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uLster

cavan/monaghan

What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 In Youth club I’ve met so many people 

whom are my close friends now and it has 
helped me to come out because of the 
support of the LGBT.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Funding: can you provide more funding for 

youth organisations within Ireland?

•	 Subsidies agricultural changes from beef & 
dairy to biofuels and other sustainable.
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uLster

donegal

What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 helping me to grow my passion in Arts and 

discover myself further with it & also aiding 
in developing myself creatively and building 
new friendships!

•	 Youth Work has provided the opportunity 
for me to make friends and to learn a lot in 
regard to creativity and music.

•	 Everyone’s experience is different, but 
everyone is valued the same. I wouldn’t be 
the same person I am today without youth 
work.

•	 Saved it. helped me to build a life worth 
living.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 Youth spaces help more than they might 

realise.

•	 Funding is essential to make these facilities 
more accessible and to enable more youth to 
access event and opportunities like this one.

•	 Funding for ground floor project in YMCA to 
reopen Thursdays.
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unknown location

What difference has youth 
work made to my life?
•	 Done a lot of things that I would not have 

done without engaging in the big brother 
– Big sister programme. A Big brother who 
is easy to talk to has been part of the BBBS 
programme. Neutral person in life in bad 
times/ life events, who was an older person 
with life experiences who can give advice 
rather than family members.

What do you want your tD/
senator to know?
•	 More opportunities, funding, options in 

community resources (i.e. employment/ 
education).

•	 The good progress alone by the programme 
with its resources and the improvements that 
can be made with it.
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