Panel Discussions
Panel One – Thursday 29 April 2010
Nessa Childers MEP

· Youth work sector in Ireland is seen as a best practice model around Europe

· Developing youth services in less well off parts of the EU.

· Giving of ourselves in many ways (not only financial)
· EU’s relation with youth evolving all the time

· From programme base to policy coherence base (evolution)

· How to draft EU laws on range of issues and how they impact on young people e.g. employment

· Key timelines and targets

· Youth in Action 2010 – tackling youth unemployment (need to work together)

· Hopefully dovetail

Jim O’Donovan Youth Affairs

· Reread essay by Isaiah Berlin – The Hedgehog and the Fox
· 3 suggestions to help us reflect on the general strategy around youth and youth work
· European strategy for smart, sustainable growth; 20/20 strategy; resolution on new framework in youth work
· Move to OMCYA – focus on introducing Quality Standards
· In 20/20 – focus on economy and employment
· ‘Youth on the move’ strategy – improving educational standards
· Equal opportunities for young people in education and labour market
· Dual approach – specific initiatives aimed at young people; - mainstreaming initiatives (cross-sectoral approach)
· 3 year process: first 3 years focus on employment – social inclusion; youth work; participation
· How can youth policies/initiatives interact with other policy areas?
· How can we contribute to the broader youth policy area?
· What strengths do we bring? – engagement with outside world
Hans Zomer Dóchas

· Analogy of Myth Busters programme on the Discovery Channel

· I will present 3 myths about Europe

Myth 1 – Europe is boring

· Europe impacts on our lives but we are often more familiar with what happens further away than what’s on our doorstep

· We may not know a lot about Europe, but it knows about us

Myth 2 – Europe doesn’t care about me

· We can learn from the Barak Obama presidential campaign where lots of small actions led to a massive change

· The stuff contained in the strategy impacts on the lives of young people

· Important that young people have the skills to know how to effect change

Myth 3 – Europe has nothing to do with me

· The EU has lots of impact on our lives

· Decisions made in Brussels impact on the world’s poorest people

· Trade policies and negotiations are admittedly boring but are extremely important

· So to action on climate change and the common agricultural policy (CAP)

· In Ireland, halting cuts to ODA is critical

· Massive cuts in 2009 but organisations working to halt cuts

· 2010 is a very important year to keep the Millennium Development Goals on track

· Call on participants to support the campaign to ensure that Ireland does all it can to lead on achieving the MDGs.
· Myth that social inclusion linked to wealth
· Illusion – access to labour market linked to social inclusion; social progress clauses
· Second dilemma – respond to people’s needs. But also need to be effective. Shared learning. Level of professionalism. Minimum standards. Make sure we know that what we do works.

Panel Two – 30 April 2010

Christoffer Grønstad
· Began with example of providing footballs to young people in South Africa – reminder of why we do this. But this is not exactly what we are talking about. 
· Democracy and cooperation in organisations

· Africa youth diaspora – the involvement of African youth with the YFJ on policy and also establishing a network

· Ireland does not have a UN youth delegate and this is something that could be worked on christoffer.gronstad@youthforum.org; www.youthforum.org 

Matthias Fiedler
· Development Education deals with knowledge, skills and values

· Linked to development cooperation

· Promotion of critical thinking
· Complexity

· Inequalities

· Ireland has a great track record in development education but not in linking with Europe around it. Can’t afford to isolate ourselves, particularly as Europe is the dominant player in development cooperation
Carmel Madden
· Ireland’s ODA budget is under increased pressure

· Need to link into what’s happening in Europe
· Revisit issues 

· Stories to tell

· Development education strategies

· MDG review by world leaders

Questions
Can the panel elaborate on the impact youth can make on policy making in the MDG summit? - Importance of challenging the system

Need to be careful regarding partnership with other countries and if there were specific guidelines to follow.

Carmel Madden asked in Ireland is ready to partner other countries and how do we deal with this.

What is the role of migrants in the formulation of policy around youth and the world and what impact can be made?

Christoffer said the role this year is to support migrants and theme is funding and said guidelines are available.

