Feedback from CONCORD Development Education Forum, Madrid 
26/27 May 2010

Background information:

The DE Forum is one of the working groups of CONCORD (European NGO confederation for relief and development www.concordeurope.org) established in 2003 . Dochas is a member of CONCORD which has one ‘national platform’ in the EU Member States (24 platforms) and 18 other international networks including Plan Europe and Save the Children, plus some observers (including IDEA). CONCORD has about 15 working groups (http://www.concordeurope.org/Public/Page.php?ID=30). The DEF is one of the oldest working groups in CONCORD (active since 1980’s - before CONCORD was established). DEEEP is the administrative atenna of the DEF (http://www.deeep.org/), based in Brussels and supporting the work of the DEF. DEEEP staff are not members of the DEF. We are currently in the third DEEEP project known as DEEEP 3 (October ’09 – September ’12). The DEF also has a steering group made up of members of the DEF. CONCORD has two main aims: 1. To influence the EU institutions and policies, and to engage with citizens, development NGOs and civil society as a whole to act in solidarity with those living in poverty and to influence their representatives in governments and EU institutions.

General comments from the Madrid meeting:

· The meeting was extremely well-run with balanced input and participation from the 50 or so present (except for a very unsuitable venue!). The agenda moved very smoothly through all topics, with lots of interesting discussion in small groups and during the Open Space. One criticism was that too much was covered over the 1.5 days (inevitable given the amount of information to get through) and that discussion did not go deep into the issues. Hopefully the working groups will facilitate this deeper discussion, and usually there are 2 full days for the DEF.
· The meeting had a significant focus on the need for quality monitoring and impact of the evaluation of the DEF’s work and DE in general. There is a new working group on this topic (as of the Madrid meeting) and it is also the topic of the 2010 DE Summer School in Finland. Given the cuts to DE/AR projects in the UK, many national representatives saw a similar situation in their countries as being already underway or as a distinct possibility in the coming months. In that regard the NYCI research ‘Standpoints Attitudes of Young People & Youth Workers to Development & Global Justice Issues’ was popular and 10 copies were distributed, and more people were directed to www.youthdeved.ie
· Added-value of DE forum also needs to be demonstrated within CONCORD. The main aim of CONCORD is advocacy towards the EU institutions and policies, and about 80% of those involved in CONCORD work on policy. There seemed to be agreement that DEF needed to keep DE on the agenda of CONCORD and fit into the strategies and policies of CONCORD for the strategic framework 2009 – 2015. 
· Added-value of DEEEP. DEF is in the unusual position (compared to other CONCORD working groups) of having an administrative team (DEEEP) which assists and supports the work of DEF and has it’s own financial and human resources. All other working groups receive support only from CONCORD. There seemed to be a feeling that the ‘added-value’ of DEEEP needed to be demonstrated to CONCORD and to the EC to secure continued funding for the project.

· The meeting was interesting also due to the different realities for DE and AR in each country represented. There was regular discussion on the terminology of DE – including the use of the word ‘citizen’ (instead of people/population); development education Vs global learning and so on. The fact that the DEF name has been changed to the DARE Forum (Development Awareness Raising and Education) also demonstrates this lack of a consensus on the terminology at national and European level. Also as DEF/DARE are we focusing on citizens or CSOs etc.
Actions following from the Madrid DEF Meeting:
· DEG input is requested for the DE/AR study consultation with Pete Davis on 3 June (already sent out)
· Elaine to share with DEG: documents from DEF including ‘A Greener DEF’ (by email), DEA’s document (UK) on evaluation http://www.dea.org.uk/resources/item.asp?d=2076, How do we know it’s working?’ (RISC) http://www.risc.org.uk/education/risc_publications.php; ‘Change your school for good’ http://www.glean.org.uk/pdfs/Change_your_school.pdf
· Elaine to share with DEF: documents from Ireland and DEF including ASTI resource on financial structures (when available), report from NYCI seminar on ‘Engaging with Youth and the World’ as well as information on the European Youth Strategy, and anything else of interest from DEG.
· Elaine to start work on the new Youth & Children Working Group of the DEF by sharing notes from the first meeting and tasks of the group from the DEF in Madrid. Elaine also to get information on how to set up and run a working group from DEEEP.

· Elaine to find out who are the other representatives of Ireland/Dóchas on the CONCORD working groups. In France for instance, they have a meeting of all the national representatives to CONCORD to ensure common issues on lobbying CONCORD and national ministries. 
· Put a link to DEEEP on Dochas/NYCI and other members’ websites.
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