
 

 

It was five years in the making, one of the biggest events that youth work has ever seen in Europe and for the recognition of youth work across Europe 

also one of the most important. It consisted of presentations by experts in the field, stories from people who have participated in youth work 

programmes and organisations, 20 workshops and 24 study visits across Brussels. The event was located in the EGG a renovated building in the centre 

of Brussels. The building held the passion and motivation of over 450 youth workers, youth researchers, policy makers and other for the intention of  

developing a declaration of youth work in 4 days.  

 



 

The 2nd Convention on Youth Work was launched by presentations from high level representatives 

from the Belgian Chairmanship, the main European institutions and youth NGOs who also share the 

relevance of the convention in their own terms and in terms of the organisations and people they 

represented. After the launch Paul Klooserman a youth worker and free lance trainer and Howard 

Williamson CBE, Professor of European Youth Policy, University of South Wales were invited to 

give some background information and their own feeling about what was missing, what were the 

challenges being faced by youth workers and examples of incredible youth work being done in the 

youth work field. Paul felt that youth work is being recognised for the work that we are doing that we 

have to begin to recognise ourselves. He stated that the formal education field has begun to realise 

that there needs to be a change in the way that the formal education process engages with young 

people and has begun to ask for support of the non formal (youth) sector. He used the analogy of 

Lionel Richie and the iconic song ‘Hello’. Howard brought a different view and idea to the beginning 

of the convention and made people begin to think about how difficult and interesting it was going to 

be to get to a declaration written within the four days of the convention. Howard brought us through 

the past four years and how we got to where we are now. He briefly went to the briefing document 

and showed us the reasons why we were looking for common ground and not working on a definition 

for youth work in Europe.  

 

The second day brought another bit of variety to the conversation. It started with encouraging stories 

from people who shared their experience of youth work. Three stories were shared that reminded the 

audience  (if they needed reminding) why we were all at the convention.   

 

The group was broken up and led to their common ground workshop. The workshops may have been 

short but there was a clear attempt to make them to the point. The workshop that I participated in was 

‘the impact, outcomes and value of youth work’. We looked at the desired outcome of youth work for the young person, community, society and youth 

NGOs. The conversations were deliberate and to the point. Everyone seemed to be speaking the same language (not only English but also the youth 

work language). There was clear passion in the conversation and by the end there was a wish that the conversation, debate and negotiation could have 

lasted longer. It maybe a stereotype but get a number of youth workers in a room to discuss youth work and you know they are going to want to talk.   

 

After a break we were all encouraged to leave the EGG and visit youth work in Brussels. I was brought to an organisation called ‘Education Globale et 

Developpement’. The organisation worked with people from 2 to 18 years of age, both in the formal and non formal setting. It really challenged my 

ideas of youth work. What is the definition of youth work, how can we define youth work when it is continuously changing. Is youth work defined as 

a set of values and skills and not about the required participants or locations.  

 

 



 

 

You can only imagine how interesting, challenging and thought provoking the convention was so far, but there was a declaration to be created. 

(Thankfully I wasn't the one writing the declaration. The information gained from the workshops and visits were brought back to the editors in their 

dungeon by the rapporteurs) 

 

The final day was close, a full day of hard work from everyone was needed. The attendees were enriched by a methodology of digital story telling. 

The stories were about how youth work has had an effect on their lives. After the presentations the conversations were linked to the shared experience 

and the connections that the audience had with the story tellers.  

 

My final workshop was based on the connections between formal education and non formal education. It was enlightening and a statement from Paul 

Klooserman echoed throughout the conversation, that the formal education sector was looking for ways in which young people were more centred in 

education ‘hello, is it me you are looking for’.  

 

Four days flew by and before I knew the declaration was handed out to everyone in the audience. It was a great achievement to get something created 

through much collaboration in four days but everyone got there. Like the beginning of the convention, Howard presented the declaration to a packed 

audience full of passionate and motivated youth workers, youth researchers, policy makers and othesr. The declaration makes a statement and it is now 

up to everyone involved in working with young people to make sure that this declaration is given power and promote the youth work done by youth 

workers across Europe.  

 

 

 

 


