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Dermot O’Brien, 
Young Voices Coordinator

Our job today is to CONNECT with the 
recommendations from the consultation 

phase and start moving towards 
PRIORITIES for Ireland,

INTRODUCTION

W

e have been travelling on this journey of “Structured Dialogue” 

Our delegates brought the 
Irish views to Europe.

What we’ve got back is a 
set of recommendations,   

all to do with Diversity, 
Connection and 

Inclusion.

Tod
ay 

y o
u 

w
ill 
be
 as

ked to u
se 

yo
ur
 no

ggin! 

We are asking you to connect with 
these 16 recommendations and think 
about which of these need to be 

prioritised? Ask yourself: Where will 
I put my energy?

Find out how we got to 
these recommendations!

http://www.youth.ie/youngvoices

WHAT SHOULD 
WE 

PRIORITISE?



What is 
“Structured 
Dialogue”?

poli
cy

Exploration

Consultation

The 
Structured 
Dialogue 
Cycle

W

e have been travelling on this journey of “Structured Dialogue” 

Structured Dialogue is a process that brings 
together young people and policy makers 

across the EU to jointly discuss, formulate and put 

forward proposals for the development of youth 
policy at National and European level.

Implementation

http://www.youth.ie/youngvoices



Siobhan Mulvey 

Last July was my first time 
being part of Young Voices 
and then I applied to go to 
Slovakia.. So if it is your 
first time getting involved 
with Young Voices- stay 

involved! You can make a big 
difference.

Cárthach Ó Faoláin

Don’t be afraid 
to give your 
opinions, listen 
to others and 

learn.

Don’t say “That’s 
impossible” think 
outside the box, 
things don’t have 
to be the way 
they were done 

before.

We are now 
implementing the 

outcomes of the last 
Structured Dialogue 

cycle.

In Malta next March we will 
decide HOW to carry out the 

recommendations.

It is up to you!

#Košice 
! @euYOU

THcon
f

TELLING THE STORY
Youth Check

I was in other 
youth projects 

before, everyone 
here is coming 

from a 

Simple answers like 
“more money, more 
funding” are ok but 
we can be more 
positively radical in 

our ideas! 



WHAT SHOULD WE PRIORITISE? 

With support from DCYA and Dept of 
Education, the youth work sector and 
schools could make a significant positive 

impact on the development of resilience, self 
awareness and confidence of young people. 
Supporting parents to develop skills in this 

regard would also be important.

T here should be space in 
education to help young 
people build resilience, 
self-awareness and 

confidence.

Feedback What

What Feedback
Youth Mental 

Health education is 
important in schools, 
youth work and 
the community.

Training for teachers and other 
professionals working with young 
people, better guidance counselling 

both in school and in the 
community. There needs to be a 
normalisation of mental health 
education as part of life skills 

development.

RECOMMENDATION

A lot is happening in the non formal 
education and youth sector as well as 

online but teaching 'thinking skills' 
needs to be done in schools at all 

levels up to university.

Feedback
What

Young people need 
support to 

improve thinking 
skills so that they 

can handle 
information.RECOMMENDATION

RECOMMENDATION

Here are the 
recommendations 
we prioritised.

?
?

?
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?
? ?

?
?

??



More funding is needed 
to support programmes 

that support 
intercultural 

understanding and 
tackle discrimination, 
promote empathy, 
solidarity and the 

benefits of diversity.

Feedback What
Education needs 

to teach 
practical life skills

There needs to be space in the curriculum 
for the development of practical life skills. In 
order to support young people to become 
independent and autonomous adults living in 
and contributing to diverse societies there 
must be scope to adapt the subject choices to 
reflect current trends and needs. There is 
potential for collaboration with the youth 
sector.

RECOMMENDATION

Feedback What
We need to create spaces for 

meaningful interaction and 
engagement for young people 
to discover and embrace their 
individual identity and value. 
This will help to build trust 
between young people from 
different backgrounds and 
create a sense of belonging.

People from minority backgrounds need to be 
included more and given more opportunities, the 

media needs to stop stereotyping and fear 
mongering when it comes to minorities. We 

need to build empathy between groups. 
Opportunities to connect with a broader range 

of people in spaces where your identity is 
validated and you are safe enough to share 

experiences and to celebrate diversity

RECOMMENDATION

d

AND

What



EU Youth Festivals 
that combine social, 
political and cultural 
activities would help 
young people connect 

with Europe.

What
Make it easier for 
young people to 

travel

RECOMMENDATION

Support volunteering 
opportunities for young 
people to help create a 
sense of belonging and 
to empower young 
people as citizens.

 FeedbackWhat

RECOMMENDATION

More awareness about available opportunities for young 
people. Recognition of volunteering as legitimate work 
experience. Measures in place to ensure that volunteers 
are not replacing paid staff. Be mindful of 
undocumented young people and others who may have 
barriers to participation in volunteering activities.

 Feedback
A youth festival that celebrates European diversity 
through language, arts, culture, food, digital media and 
music and which provides information on what the EU 
does. Information about what programmes or initiatives 
are available to young people and support to access these.

RECOMMENDATION

 Feedback
Improve supports for young people to travel in Europe. 
EU travel card, free passports for young people, 
incentives for airlines, accommodation, transport services 
etc to offer discounts to young people. Remove the 
barriers to travelling within the EU for undocumented 
young people or those who have fled conflict, climate 
change or discrimination.



To be at its best, 
youth work needs 
sufficient funding.

There should be incentives for 
business to invest in youth work. 

Improve visibility of the success of 
youth work and how the funding is 
benefiting young people and society. 
Investment in youth work is an 

investment in people and it places a 
value on a future where young 

people will become positively 
contributing active citizens.

Feedback

What

RECOMMENDATION

Learning that happens 
outside of school should 
be officially recognised

What

RECOMMENDATION

 Feedback
Learning that happens in the non formal or youth sector 
should be given recognition and value when interviewing 
for a job or applying for a college place. Outreach 
programmes for employers to meet with young people 
would be beneficial rather than only judging them on an 
application form or CV. Points from the Leaving Cert are 
not the only indicator of a young persons value.



WRAP UP

What do we do with these recommendations..?
We wiill create a report which we will come back to 
you in January- then we will come together to see 

how we can put these 
recommendations into practice.

Future of 
Young

 Voic
es?

   
JO
IN

 TH
E M

OVEMENT

HTTP://WWW.YOUTH.IE/YOUNGVOICES

The Challenge we take on 
after today...

Malta: March 2017








