
 

 

 

 

SPEAKERS 

 

Ian Power, President, National Youth Council of Ireland 

Ian is currently executive director of Ireland's youth information website SpunOut.ie. 

He has been an active board member of the NYCI since January 2013. Ian joined 

SpunOut.ie as communications officer in October 2012 and became executive director 

in September 2013. Originally from Waterford, Ian studied economics and politics at 

University College Cork (UCC), where he served a term as deputy president of the 

students' union and as a member of the governing body. In 2010, he moved to London 

to work at a sixth form college in Hackney where he established 'Raising Aspirations', a programme to get 

more young people from poor backgrounds into good universities. 'Raising Aspirations' won the Times 

Education Supplement's (TES) award for 'Outstanding innovation in teaching, training or learning provision' in 

2012. Ian has a particular interest in the area of Juvenile Justice and holds an advanced diploma in the subject 

from the King's Inn and a professional fellowship in the Rule of Law from Boston College. 

 

Bernie McNally, Assistant Secretary General, DCYA 

 Bernie McNally was appointed Assistant Secretary General in the Department of 

Children and Youth Affairs in March 2015 with responsibility for Early Years Care and 

Education, Youth Affairs, Research and Participation. Prior to this Bernie was Director 

General of the Office of the Ombudsman and Information Commissioner. In her earlier 

career she worked as an Occupational Therapist and was later a Director of Therapy 

and Social Work services in St James's Hospital, Dublin. Bernadette also worked as an 

Advisor in the Department of Health and Children from 2004 to 2008. She has a BSc 

and MSc from Trinity College Dublin and completed a graduate Leadership Program 

with the University of Limerick and the Office for Health Management.  

 

Jerry Murphy, Deputy Chief Executive, Pobal  

Jerry Murphy is Deputy Chief Executive of Pobal, which is an organisation set up by the 

Irish government and the EU to support and manage programmes operating in Irish 

communities. Within Pobal, Jerry has been responsible for the design, roll out and 

management of a range of national initiatives. These have included programmes such 

as the Local and Community Development Programme, the RAPID programme and the 

Social Inclusion and Community Development Programme. He currently leads the  

 

 



 

 

 

 

company’s work on relations with Government departments, new programme  development and programme 

monitoring. Prior to working with Pobal, Jerry had worked  in Cork on the government's Integrated Services 

Process, which looked at how to co-ordinate state provision within disadvantaged communities.  He spent the 

late 80s and the 90s in the UK, including working as an analyst with the Stock Exchange and working on urban 

regeneration projects in East London. These projects ranged from estate-based regeneration programmes in 

Hackney to wider urban regeneration in Newham.  

David Treacy, Education Officer, City of Dublin Education and Training Board 

David Treacy is Education Officer in City of Dublin Education and Training Board (previously City of Dublin 

Vocational Education Committee) with responsibility for all further education and training provision in CDETB. 

CDETB provides a wide range of part-time and full time education and training courses covering awards on the 

NQSF from level 2 to 6, apprenticeship training, traineeships and in-service courses for people in employment. 

The range of adult education and training programmes and support services are delivered in 14 Colleges of 

Further Education, two training centres, 10 Youthreach Centres and 15 Community Training Centres, in 

education centres in seven prisons, and in over 50 community centres through the Adult Education Service. 

Previously David was director of City of Dublin Youth Service Board the youth work development agency for 

the CDETB.  

 

Sinead Smith, Corporate Responsibility Manager, A&L Goodbody 

Sinead Smith joined A&L Goodbody in July 2012 as Corporate Responsibility (CR) 

Manager. Previous to joining the Firm, Sinéad was CR Manager in Telefónica O2 for 7 

years. Sinead has a wealth of experience in delivering CR programmes effectively and is 

responsible for the management and implementation of A&L Goodbody's Responsible 

Business strategy. Integral to this strategy is partnering and collaborating with 

community organisations to support those most in need in the community.  

 

Sabina Cotter, Head of Grants and Programmes, Irish Youth Foundation 

Sabina Cotter is Head of Grants and Programmes with the Irish Youth Foundation – a 

foundation that funds projects and develops programmes for children and young 

people living in disadvantaged circumstances in Ireland. She has a degree in Marketing 

& Management from Dublin Institute of Technology. Her career began in Marketing 

Consultancy & Account Management  for national and international brands such as 

Pernod Ricard, Diageo, Kelloggs and Nestle. After a time overseas doing some aid work 

she decided to transfer these skills to the not for profit sector and joined the Irish 

Youth Foundation as a Fundraising & Programmes Manager in 2009.  In 2015 she was promoted to Head of 

Grants and programmes and is responsible for ensuring that funds raised are disbursed to the most impactful 

and innovative projects for disadvantaged children and young people in Ireland. She also develops and 

manages large corporate and foundation relationships. 



 

 

 

 

Bernard Kirk, Chairperson, Philanthropy Ireland 

 
Bernard is a primary school teacher who is currently director of Galway Education 

Centre. He co-founded Africa Code Week, the largest digital literacy initiative ever 

organized on the African  continent, engaging over 427,000 young people in  30 

countries in year 2 of the program. He is also co founder and a member of the Global 

Steering Group of Refugee Code Week  which trained over 10,000 refugees in 4 

countries in 2016.  

A Science Gallery Leonardo he is also a member of the Science Gallery Education 

Committee, an Ashoka Change Nation - Change Leader as well as  an advisory board member of Changemaker 

Schools and also The Digital Youth Council. He founded Robotics Ireland in 2006 and since then he organises 

the FIRST LEGO League, Junior LEGO League and EA Robotics competitions in Ireland. He is also co founder of 

EXCITED the Digital Learning Movement. He is currently Chairperson of Philanthropy Ireland. In 2013 he was 

awarded an Honorary Masters in Science by NUI Galway for his contribution to Education. 

 

Youth Arts Advocacy Group 

Aoife Murray is a member of Clondalkin Youth Service, Crosscare and the Senior Street Art Crew, Knockmitten. 

This group is a visual art group focusing on street art influences and has been running for a number of years, 

creating large and small scale artworks in the community. 

Stephanie Hood, Leah McMullen and Donncha Adams have been members of Griese Youth Theatre for 2, 5 

and 6 years respectively. The youth theatre is based in a rural village in south Kildare called Ballitore. Following 

the success of the initial workshop week back in July 1999, the work of GYT has continued and today the group 

has over 100 members (aged 6 to 21) divided into Junior Griese and Griese Youth Theatre and offers weekly 

drama classes. 

Emma Grogan and Ben Kirwan are members of Young Irish Film Makers in Kilkenny. YIFM is a digital film 

training and production centre where young people aged 9 to 25 years are empowered, through 

practical training programmes, to work with professional digital equipment to make films and digital media 

content. Now entering its 25th year, YIFM works with over 1200 young people nationwide in schools, summer 

camps, after school workshops and also through The National Youth Film School. 

 

http://yifm.com/nyfs/

